Human herpesvirus 8 investigations: a role in the clinical management of Kaposi's sarcoma?
Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) is a vascular tumour associated with infection by human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8). Most of the recent studies on KS have focused on the epidemiology and molecular biology of HHV-8. However, the contribution of virological investigations into HHV-8 to the clinical management of KS has been poorly evaluated so far. From a diagnostic point of view, HHV-8 currently appears as a useful tool for distinguishing KS from its mimics. Seroconversion to antibodies against HHV-8 may predict the development of KS in susceptible individuals, and reduction of HHV-8 viraemia is associated with therapies effective against KS. Further prospective studies are still required to determine the role of serological or genotypic investigations into HHV-8 in the prevention of KS and in KS response to therapy.